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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original Govans Presbyterian Church building, designed by Robert Cary Long, Jr.,
is of the English Gothic Revival Church style. The stone church is cruciform in

plan with porches extending from the facade and each of the transepts. The buttressed
tower, in th™ gtages, is designed in the Romanesque style. iy B

The original sanctuary forms the present nave, and the first pulpit stood approximate-
ly at the center of the crossing of the present transepts and nave. A steeple rose
above the center door, which still serves at the east end of the center aisle. In
1905-06 the Turnbull family initiated and financed the two transepts, the chancel and
the imposing tower, with the clock and peal of bells. In the same years the steeple
was removed. In 1%50 the chancel was rebuilt to its present size. The adjoining

parish building, in the English Gothic Revival style, began with the chapel in
1876. This was doubleda in 1912.

Govans Presbyterian Church is located on a busy commercial corridor, York Road, but
is buffered from the noisy street by its surrounding acreage.
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STATENENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Govan§ Presbyterian congregation, the first congregation in the Govans area,
was organized in 1840. In 1845 a charter was granted to "The Covanstown Presbyterian
Congregation in the County of Baltimore" by the State of Maryland.

Robert Cary Long, Jr., a noteworthy Baltimore architect, of the nineteenth century,
planned and supervised the construction of the original church building during
1845445, Tt was then called "Union Chapel" and all denominations ot the Govans area
used it as their place of worship for a short while. The style of this building

was part of the growing popularity of the English Gothic Revival Church style in
America in the 1840's.
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The Maxryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and recoxd purposcs only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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Govans Presbyterian Church
5824 York Road

Block 5099 Lot 009
Baltimore City

Baltimore County

Baltimore East Quad.
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